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But that didn't last long; for Dr. Blimber, happening to change the
position of his tight plump legs, as if he were going to get up, Toots
swiftly vanished.—dickens.
3. The adjectival clause.
This, strictly speaking, does the work of an adjective in
the sentence. It usually begins with a relative pronoun, but
sometimes with a relative adverb. The man who does not
breathe dies, is equivalent to The unbreathing man dies. The
place where zee stand is holy ground, is equivalent to This
place is holy ground. But we shall include under the phrase
all clauses that begin with a relative, though some relative
clauses are not adjectival, because a division of all into defining
clauses on the one hand, and non-defining or commenting on
the other, is more easily intelligible than the division into
adjectival and non-adjectival. This distinction is more fully
gone into in the chapter on Syntax, where it is suggested that
that) when possible, is the appropriate relative for defining,
and which for non-defining clauses. That, however, is a
debatable point, and quite apart from the question of stopping
that arises here. Examples of the two types are:
(Defining) The river that (which) runs through London is
turbid.
(Commenting) The Thames, which runs through London, is
turbid.
It will be seen that in the first the relative clause is an answer
to the imaginary question, 'Which river?'; that is, it defines
the noun to which it belongs. In the second, such a question as
'Which Thames?' is hardly conceivable; the relative clause
gives us a piece of extra and non-essential information, an
independent comment. The two types are not always so
easily distinguished as in these examples constructed for the
purpose. What we wish here to say is that it would contribute
much to clearness of style if writers would always make up
their minds whether they intend a definition or a comment,
and would invariably use no commas with a defining clause,
and two commas with a non-defining. All the examples that

